Found

Swan 5 foot rubber raft on east shore. Please call Pat Holder to claim at 218-429-1500.

Membership

We have 220 paid members. We only need 15 more to surpass last year’s total membership of 234. A current
membership list is on the website or send an email if you can’t remember if you paid. You can pay online too. 32%

of paid members have used the online payment option.

Aitkin Independent Age article August 19, 2020

The lake association is taking action to keep property owners and lake users informed

This article is not yet posted on the newspaper’s website, so | scanned it so you can read it. It’s a nice positive for

our lake association.

igently to keep itx members and all luke
residents informed about aquatic Invasive
species (AIS),

After the Minnesota DNR confirmed a re-
port of zebra mussels in Farm Island Lake
in June, the Parm [sland Lake Association
(FILA) has doubled fts efforts.

THE DISCOVERY

A lake property owner fishing on the lake
contacted the DNR after finding an adult
2ebea mussel on vegetation attached to &
boat anchor. The DNR sampled the veg.
etation and collected a plankton sample,
which revealed a zebra mussel larva, of ve-
liger, Veligers may Indicate a reproducing

of zebra mussels.

“In 2018 and 2019 snorkel and wading
soarches, veliger sampling multiple times
per year and fall dock searches were com-
pleted,” sald Tim Plude, DNR invasive spe-
cles specialist. “In 2020, veliger sampling
occurred after the DNR recelved a report of
an adult mussel belng recovered by a land-
owner out fishing on the lake. The county
and loke association also collectod veliger
samples during these years, us well us land-
owness and dock companies being aware
and looking out for mussels.”

Cheryl McDonough, board member of
FILA added, "When Tim Plude came to In-
spect individual property for zebra mussels,
mmmwmmmw
100k an active, cooperative interest.”

She sald, of 371 owners on the
lake, 234 are members of FILA - 63% of the
Take property owners. McDonough sald the
association works closely with the DNR, and
Aitkin County Soll and Water Conservation
District.

“Fven If they are not a pald member, they
atill receive our newsletters,” McDonough

sald. *We have an email network of 467 ad-

dresses $0 we are reaching a lot of people.”
FILA's newsletters contain informa-

also has this Information on lts website,
FarmislandLake.org. It tells people how to
Identify zebra mussels and where they are
likely to be found.

“The website has # whole page dedicated
10 AlS," sald McDonough, “which has a
few videos and articles on how to stop the
spread of invasive species and points to
other websites with [addittonal] Informa-
tion.”

RAPID SPREAD
The mussel's reproductive cycle is one
key to lts rapid spread and high abundance.
production starts when water tempera-

hundred thousand eggs per season.

are fertilized outside the mus-
sel's body and within a few days develop
Into free-swimming lorvae called veligers.
Nearly invisible 10 an unaided eye, veligers
remaln suspended In the water for three
to four weeks, drifting with the currents.
If they dan't settle onto firm objects, they
die, and in fact, most do. Those that find
a hard surface quickly atach themselves
and transform into the typical, D-shape,
double-shelled mussel. Generally, zebta
mussels grow roughly a little more than
two-fifths of an inch per month. Within a
m.lutnmnndunmnpwmlnd:
and become sexually mature. Mussels may
live four to six year.

Zebra mussels can compete with native
specios for food and habitar, cut the feet of
swimmers, reduce the performance of boat
motors, and cause expensive damage to
water ntake pipes.

Any hard surfaces can be colonized by
sebira mussels — rock, metal, wood, vinyl,
glass, rubber, fiberglass, paper, plants, and

7.ebra mussels confirmed in Farm 1s

The lake association is taking action to keep property

owners and lake users informed
e

‘ preventative §
action,” according 10 McDonough. FILA §



Be Well.

Sincerely,

Cheryl McDonough
FILIA Treasurer/Secretary
FILIALake@gmail.com

Your questions and comments are welcome.

FILIA
PO Box 135
Aitkin, MN 56431

FarmislandLake.org

Note: When government, local agency and county information is included we are serving as the messenger to keep
you informed of their activities concerning Farm Island Lake.
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